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PALM SUNDAY

April 2, Rejoice! at 9 am, Sanctuary at 11 am.
Children sing in both. At 5 pm, Marcel Dupré’s
Stations of the Cross with John Alexander, organ;
Jill Duffield, narrator.

MAUNDY THURSDAY

NEW: April 6 at 6 pm in the Life Center. Rejoice!
Ensemble leads music.

Seated at round tables, we will worship and take
communion.

TENEBRAE SERVICE
April 7 at 7:30 pm in the sanctuary. Chancel Choir
leads music.

Child care will be provided.

EASTER VIGIL

April 8 at 7:30 pm. Begins in Memorial
Columbarium, moves to the sanctuary,

with traditional and Rejoice! music. Child care
provided.

EASTER SUNDAY

April 9. 7 am Sunrise Service in Memorial
Columbarium. Identical traditional services at 9
& 11 am in the sanctuary with brass, organ, and
choir.
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WEEK ONE
A Witness to Temptation, February 26

WEEKTWO
Witness New Beginnings, March 5

WEEK THREE
The Witness of Living Water, March 12

WEEK FOUR
Unbelieved Witness, March 19

WEEK FIVE
A Witness to Resurrection, March 26

Services are streamed live at 11 am Sundays at YouTuse.com/
FPCGREENSBORO. Videos available afterward.
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GENESIS 2:15-17; 3:1-7

The LORD God took the human and settled
him in the garden of Eden to farm it and to
take care of it.The LORD God commanded the
human, “Eat your fill from all of the garden’s
trees; but don’t eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, because on the

"

day you eat from it, you will die
The snake was the most intelligent of all the
wild animals that the LORD God had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God really say
that you shouldn't eat from any tree in the
garden?”The woman said to the snake, “We
may eat the fruit of the garden’s trees but

not the fruit of the tree in the middle of the
garden. God said, ‘Don't eat from it, and don't
touch it, or you will die!” The snake said to the
woman, “You won't die! God knows that on
the day you eat from it, you will see clearly
and you will be like God, knowing good

and evil"The woman saw that the tree was
beautiful with delicious food and that the
tree would provide wisdom, so she took some
of its fruit and ate it, and also gave some to
her husband, who was with her, and he ate

it. Then they both saw clearly and knew that
they were naked. So they sewed fig leaves
together and made garments for themselves.

MATTHEW 4:1-11

Then the Spirit led Jesus up into the
wilderness so that the devil might tempt him.
After Jesus had fasted for forty days and forty
nights, he was starving. The tempter came

to him and said, “Since you are God'’s Son,
command these stones to become bread.”
Jesus replied,” It's written, People won't live
only by bread, but by every word spoken by
God! After that the devil brought him into

the holy city and stood him at the highest
point of the temple. He said to him, “Since you
are God’s Son, throw yourself down; for it is
written, | will command my angels concerning
you, and they will take you up in their hands
so that you won't hit your foot on a stone.”
Jesus replied, “ Again it’s written, Don't test the
Lord your God!” Then the devil brought him

to a very high mountain and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and their glory. He
said, “I'll give you all these if you bow down
and worship me!” Jesus responded, “ Go away,
Satan, because it’s written, You will worship
the Lord your God and serve only him! The
devil left him, and angels came and took care
of him.



REFLECT & RESPOND

It is the Spirit that leads Jesus into the wilderness. Have you ever found yourself in a

wilderness place or circumstance? Would you say the Spirit led you there? Why or why not?

When you are feeling depleted, what behaviors or attitudes are you tempted to give into?

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE
This week fast from something and notice your response to fasting. You can fast from social media,
complaining, food, screen time or something else. What do you notice about yourself? How does

this fasting help or hinder your sense of God'’s presence?
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GENESIS 12:1-4A

The LORD said to Abram,
“Leave your land, your
family, and your father’s
household for the land that
| will show you. | will make
of you a great nation and
will bless you. | will make
your name respected, and
you will be a blessing. | will
bless those who bless you,
those who curse you | will
curse; all the families of
the earth will be blessed
because of you." Abram left
just as the LORD told him,
and Lot went with him.

WilnesS

new beginnings

JOHN 3:1-17

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a Jewish leader. He came to
Jesus at night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
who has come from God, for no one could do these miraculous signs
that you do unless God is with him." Jesus answered, “ | assure you,
unless someone is born anew, it's not possible to see God'’s kingdom”
Nicodemus asked, “How is it possible for an adult to be born? It’s
impossible to enter the mother’s womb for a second time and be
born, isn't it?” Jesus answered, “ | assure you, unless someone is born
of water and the Spirit, it's not possible to enter God’s kingdom.
Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh, and whatever is born of the
Spirit is spirit. Don’t be surprised that | said to you, "You must be

born anew! God’s Spirit blows wherever it wishes. You hear its sound,
but you don’t know where it comes from or where it is going. It's

the same with everyone who is born of the Spirit” Nicodemus said,
“How are these things possible?” Jesus answered, “You are a teacher
of Israel and you don’t know these things? | assure you that we

speak about what we know and testify about what we have seen,
but you don't receive our testimony. If | have told you about earthly
things and you don't believe, how will you believe if | tell you about
heavenly things? No one has gone up to heaven except the one who
came down from heaven, the Human One. Just as Moses lifted up
the snake in the wilderness, so must the Human One be lifted up so
that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life. God so loved
the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him won't perish but will have eternal life. God didn’t send his Son
into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved
through him.



REFLECT & RESPOND

When have you had nighttime conversations with Jesus? What did you talk about? How did

Jesus respond?

Is there a new beginning God may be calling you to start this Lent? What is it? How will you
respond?

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE
Take a prayer walk around your neighborhood or even in your home. As you walk pay attention to

what you notice and offer those things to God. Bless the people, places or circumstance that come

to your mind.
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living water

EXODUS 17:1-7

The whole Israelite community broke
camp and set out from the Sin desert

to continue their journey, as the LORD
commanded. They set up their camp at
Rephidim, but there was no water for

the people to drink.The people argued
with Moses and said, “Give us water to
drink” Moses said to them, “Why are you
arguing with me? Why are you testing the
LORD?" But the people were very thirsty
for water there, and they complained to
Moses, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt
to kill us, our children, and our livestock
with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the
LORD, “What should | do with this people?
They are getting ready to stone me!”

The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead

of the people, and take some of Israel’s
elders with you. Take in your hand the
shepherd’s rod that you used to strike the
Nile River, and go. I'll be standing there in
front of you on the rock at Horeb. Hit the
rock. Water will come out of it, and the
people will be able to drink.” Moses did

so while Israel’s elders watched. He called
the place Massah and Meribah, because
the Israelites argued with and tested the
LORD, asking, “Is the LORD really with us
or not?”

JOHN 4:5-42

He came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, which was
near the land Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s
well was there. Jesus was tired from his journey, so he sat
down at the well. It was about noon. A Samaritan woman
came to the well to draw water. Jesus said to her,” Give
me some water to drink.” His disciples had gone into the
city to buy him some food. The Samaritan woman asked,
“Why do you, a Jewish man, ask for something to drink
from me, a Samaritan woman?” (Jews and Samaritans
didn't associate with each other.) Jesus responded, ” If
you recognized God’s gift and who is saying to you, ‘Give
me some water to drink, you would be asking him and
he would give you living water’ The woman said to him,
“Sir, you don't have a bucket and the well is deep. Where
would you get this living water? You aren't greater than
our father Jacob, are you? He gave this well to us, and he
drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.”
Jesus answered, “ Everyone who drinks this water will be
thirsty again, but whoever drinks from the water that |
will give will never be thirsty again. The water that | give
will become in those who drink it a spring of water that
bubbles up into eternal life’ The woman said to him,
“Sir, give me this water, so that | will never be thirsty and
will never need to come here to draw water!” Jesus said
to her,” Go, get your husband, and come back here”

The woman replied, “l don’t have a husband.”” You are

"

right to say, 'l don’t have a husband,” Jesus answered.

CONTINUES, PAGE 14



REFLECT & RESPOND

For what are you thirsting this Lent? Where do you find Jesus' living water?

Why do you think the woman was able to recognize Jesus as the Christ? Can you remember a

time when you felt Jesus' close presence?

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE

Every time you encounter water this week, remember your baptism, that you are named, claimed,
beloved, forgiven and freed, and give thanks for Jesus' living water.
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unbelieved
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1 SAMUEL 16:1-13

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long are you going to grieve over Saul? | have rejected him as king over
Israel. Fill your horn with oil and get going. I'm sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem because | have found
my next king among his sons."“How can | do that?” Samuel asked. “When Saul hears of it he’ll kill me!”
“Take a heifer with you,” the LORD replied, “and say, 'l have come to make a sacrifice to the LORD! Invite
Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will make clear to you what you should do. You will anoint for me the person
| point out to you!” Samuel did what the LORD instructed. When he came to Bethlehem, the city elders
came to meet him. They were shaking with fear.“Do you come in peace?” they asked.“Yes,” Samuel
answered. “I've come to make a sacrifice to the LORD. Now make yourselves holy, then come with me to
the sacrifice” Samuel made Jesse and his sons holy and invited them to the sacrifice as well. When they
arrived, Samuel looked at Eliab and thought, That must be the LORD’s anointed right in front. But the
LORD said to Samuel, “Have no regard for his appearance or stature, because | haven't selected him. God
doesn't look at things like humans do. Humans see only what is visible to the eyes, but the LORD sees
into the heart.” Next Jesse called for Abinadab, who presented himself to Samuel, but he said, “The LORD
hasn’t chosen this one either.” So Jesse presented Shammah, but Samuel said, “No, the LORD hasn’t
chosen this one.” Jesse presented seven of his sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD
hasn't picked any of these!” Then Samuel asked Jesse, “Is that all of your boys?”“There is still the youngest
one,” Jesse answered, “but he's out keeping the sheep.”“Send for him,” Samuel told Jesse, “because we
can't proceed until he gets here!” So Jesse sent and brought him in. He was reddish brown, had beautiful
eyes, and was good-looking. The LORD said, “That’s the one. Go anoint him.” So Samuel took the horn

of oil and anointed him right there in front of his brothers. The LORD’s spirit came over David from that
point forward. Then Samuel left and went to Ramah.

JOHN 9:1-41

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man who was blind from birth. Jesus’ disciples asked, “Rabbi, who
sinned so that he was born blind, this man or his parents?” Jesus answered, “ Neither he nor his parents.
This happened so that God’s mighty works might be displayed in him. While it's daytime, we must do
the works of him who sent me. Night is coming when no one can work. While  am in the world, | am
the light of the world.” After he said this, he spit on the ground, made mud with the saliva, and smeared

CONTINUES, PAGE 15



REFLECT & RESPOND
Have you ever experienced a time when you were disbelieved? What happened? How did

that feel?

Are there people you find hard to believe? What if God is speaking through them?

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE
This week see with the eyes of your heart as you practice the daily examen. Reflect each evening
on where you sensed God's grace, where you might have acted out of grace but didn't, and how

you will attend to God's presence and power the next day.
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resurrection

EZEKIEL 37:1-14

The LORD'’s power overcame me, and while | was in the LORD’s spirit,
he led me out and set me down in the middle of a certain valley. It was
full of bones. He led me through them all around, and | saw that there
were a great many of them on the valley floor, and they were very dry.
He asked me, “Human one, can these bones live again?”1 said, “LORD
God, only you know!” He said to me, “Prophesy over these bones,

and say to them, Dry bones, hear the LORD’s word! The LORD God
proclaims to these bones: | am about to put breath in you, and you
will live again. | will put sinews on you, place flesh on you, and cover
you with skin. When | put breath in you, and you come to life, you

will know that I am the LORD."| prophesied just as | was commanded.
There was a great noise as | was prophesying, then a great quaking,
and the bones came together, bone by bone. When | looked, suddenly
there were sinews on them. The flesh appeared, and then they were
covered over with skin. But there was still no breath in them. He said
to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, human one! Say to the
breath, The LORD God proclaims: Come from the four winds, breath!
Breathe into these dead bodies and let them live." | prophesied just

as he commanded me. When the breath entered them, they came

to life and stood on their feet, an extraordinarily large company. He
said to me,“Human one, these bones are the entire house of Israel.
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope has perished. We are
completely finished! So now, prophesy and say to them, The LORD
God proclaims: I'm opening your graves! | will raise you up from your
graves, my people, and | will bring you to Israel’s fertile land. You will
know that | am the LORD, when | open your graves and raise you up
from your graves, my people. | will put my breath in you, and you will
live. | will plant you on your fertile land, and you will know that | am
the LORD. I've spoken, and | will do it. This is what the LORD says.”

12

JOHN 11:1-45

A certain man, Lazarus, was
ill. He was from Bethany, the
village of Mary and her sister
Martha. (This was the Mary
who anointed the Lord with
fragrant oil and wiped his
feet with her hair. Her brother
Lazarus was ill.) So the sisters
sent word to Jesus, saying,
“Lord, the one whom you

love is ill”When he heard

this, Jesus said, “ This illness
isn't fatal. It's for the glory of
God so that God'’s Son can

be glorified through it Jesus
loved Martha, her sister, and
Lazarus. When he heard that
Lazarus was ill, he stayed
where he was. After two days,
he said to his disciples,” Let’s
return to Judea again."The
disciples replied, “Rabbi, the
Jewish opposition wants to
stone you, but you want to go
back?” Jesus answered,” Aren't
there twelve hours in the day?
Whoever walks in the day
doesn't stumble because they

CONTINUES, PAGE 16



REFLECT & RESPOND

What are the valleys of dry bones in our world? What would it look like to breathe life into

those places? When have you experienced unexpected new life?

Who are you in this story from John? Why? Read the story and imagine yourself in it.

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE
This week prayerfully consider a person or place experiencing suffering or challenges. Do one
thing that would bring hope and alleviate pain. Write a note, make a call, give a gift, praying that

your action will reveal God's will for new life.
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FROM PAGE 8

“You've had five husbands, and the man you are with now isn't your husband.
You've spoken the truth” The woman said, “Sir, | see that you are a prophet. Our
ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but you and your people say that it is
necessary to worship in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her,” Believe me, woman, the
time is coming when you and your people will worship the Father neither on
this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You and your people worship what you don't
know; we worship what we know because salvation is from the Jews. But the
time is coming—and is herel—when true worshippers will worship in spirit and
truth. The Father looks for those who worship him this way. God is spirit, and it
is necessary to worship God in spirit and truth” The woman said, “l know that
the Messiah is coming, the one who is called the Christ. When he comes, he will
teach everything to us!” Jesus said to her,” | Am—the one who speaks with you.”
Just then, Jesus’ disciples arrived and were shocked that he was talking with a
woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with
her?"The woman put down her water jar and went into the city. She said to

the people, “Come and see a man who has told me everything I've done! Could
this man be the Christ?"They left the city and were on their way to see Jesus.

In the meantime the disciples spoke to Jesus, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” Jesus said to
them,” | have food to eat that you don't know about” The disciples asked each
other,"Has someone brought him food?” Jesus said to them,” | am fed by doing
the will of the one who sent me and by completing his work. Don't you have a
saying, ‘Four more months and then it’s time for harvest'? Look, | tell you: open
your eyes and notice that the fields are already ripe for the harvest. Those who
harvest are receiving their pay and gathering fruit for eternal life so that those
who sow and those who harvest can celebrate together. This is a true saying,
that one sows and another harvests. | have sent you to harvest what you didn’t
work hard for; others worked hard, and you will share in their hard work.” Many
Samaritans in that city believed in Jesus because of the woman’s word when
she testified, “He told me everything I've ever done!” So when the Samaritans
came to Jesus, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days.
Many more believed because of his word, and they said to the woman, “We no
longer believe because of what you said, for we have heard for ourselves and
know that this one is truly the savior of the world.”



unbelieved the mud on the man’s eyes.Jesus said to him,” Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”
(this word means sent). So the man went away and washed. When he returned,
Winess he could see. The man’s neighbors and those who used to see him when he was
a beggar said, “Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is,”and
others said, “No, it's someone who looks like him. But the man said, “Yes, it's me!”
So they asked him, “How are you now able to see?” He answered, “The man they call Jesus made mud,

FROM PAGE 10

smeared it on my eyes, and said, ‘Go to the Pool of Siloam and wash!So | went and washed, and then |
could see!”They asked, “Where is this man?”He replied, “l don't know." Then they led the man who had
been born blind to the Pharisees. Now Jesus made the mud and smeared it on the man’s eyes on a
Sabbath day. So Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see. The man told them, “He put mud on
my eyes, | washed, and now | see!” Some Pharisees said, “This man isn’t from God, because he breaks

the Sabbath law.” Others said, “How can a sinner do miraculous signs like these?” So they were divided.
Some of the Pharisees questioned the man who had been born blind again: “What do you have to say
about him, since he healed your eyes?” He replied, “He’s a prophet” The Jewish leaders didn't believe the
man had been blind and received his sight until they called for his parents. The Jewish leaders asked
them, “Is this your son? Are you saying he was born blind? How can he now see?” His parents answered,
“We know he is our son. We know he was born blind. But we don’t know how he now sees, and we
don't know who healed his eyes. Ask him. He's old enough to speak for himself" His parents said this
because they feared the Jewish authorities. This is because the Jewish authorities had already decided
that whoever confessed Jesus to be the Christ would be expelled from the synagogue. That’s why his
parents said, “He’s old enough. Ask him!" Therefore, they called a second time for the man who had
been born blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know this man is a sinner”The man answered,
“I don't know whether he's a sinner. Here’s what | do know: | was blind and now | see” They questioned
him: “What did he do to you? How did he heal your eyes?” He replied, “I already told you, and you didn’t
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?”They insulted him:
“You are his disciple, but we are Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke to Moses, but we don’t know
where this man is from.” The man answered, “This is incredible! You don't know where he is from, yet he
healed my eyes! We know that God doesn't listen to sinners. God listens to anyone who is devout and
does God'’s will. No one has ever heard of a healing of the eyes of someone born blind. If this man wasn’t
from God, he couldn’t do this! They responded, “You were born completely in sin! How is it that you dare
to teach us?”Then they expelled him. Jesus heard they had expelled the man born blind. Finding him,
Jesus said,“ Do you believe in the Human One?” He answered, “Who is he, sir? | want to believe in him.
Jesus said, “ You have seen him. In fact, he is the one speaking with you!” The man said, “Lord, | believe
And he worshipped Jesus. Jesus said,” | have come into the world to exercise judgment so that those
who don't see can see and those who see will become blind.” Some Pharisees who were with him heard
what he said and asked, “Surely we aren’t blind, are we?” Jesus said to them,” If you were blind, you
wouldn’t have any sin, but now that you say, ‘We see, your sin remains.
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see the light of the world. But whoever walks in the night does stumble
ol Wi "\"’SS“; because the light isn’t in them” He continued, “ Our friend Lazarus is
resurrection sleeping, butlam going in order to wake him upThe disciples said,
“Lord, if he’s sleeping, he will get wellThey thought Jesus meant that
FROM PAGE 12 Lazarus was in a deep sleep, but Jesus had spoken about Lazarus’ death.
Jesus told them plainly, “ Lazarus has died. For your sakes, I'm glad |
wasn't there so that you can believe. Let’s go to him”Then Thomas (the one called Didymus) said
to the other disciples, “Let us go too so that we may die with Jesus.”
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Bethany
was a little less than two miles from Jerusalem. Many Jews had come to comfort Martha and Mary
after their brother’s death. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him,
while Mary remained in the house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
wouldn’t have died. Even now | know that whatever you ask God, God will give you!” Jesus told
her,” Your brother will rise again.” Martha replied, “I know that he will rise in the resurrection on
the last day.” Jesus said to her,” | am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me will live,
even though they die. Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
She replied, “Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Christ, God’s Son, the one who is coming into the
world!” After she said this, she went and spoke privately to her sister Mary, “The teacher is here
and he’s calling for you” When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to Jesus. He hadn’t
entered the village but was still in the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who
were comforting Mary in the house saw her get up quickly and leave, they followed her. They
assumed she was going to mourn at the tomb. When Mary arrived where Jesus was and saw him,
she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died” When
Jesus saw her crying and the Jews who had come with her crying also, he was deeply disturbed
and troubled. He asked, ”“ Where have you laid him?”"They replied, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus
began to cry. The Jews said, “See how much he loved him!” But some of them said, “He healed
the eyes of the man born blind. Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from dying?” Jesus was deeply
disturbed again when he came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone covered the entrance.
Jesus said, ” Remove the stone!” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said, “Lord, the smell will be
awful!l He's been dead four days.” Jesus replied, “ Didn't | tell you that if you believe, you will see
God’s glory?” So they removed the stone. Jesus looked up and said, “ Father, thank you for hearing
me. | know you always hear me. | say this for the benefit of the crowd standing here so that they
will believe that you sent me.”Having said this, Jesus shouted with a loud voice, “ Lazarus, come
out!"The dead man came out, his feet bound and his hands tied, and his face covered with a
cloth. Jesus said to them,” Untie him and let him go." Therefore, many of the Jews who came with
Mary and saw what Jesus did believed in him.
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