First Presbyterian Church
april 3 and 4, 2021

EASTER VIGIL
We welcome you to the Easter Vigil walk-through
experience this Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday. We
invite you to move through the stations with members of
your household and to take time to read the scriptures,
ponder the art, complete the activities, and enjoy the
sounds of the organ as you journey through the vigil.
If you have questions there will be staff members
positioned in the Sanctuary to guide you. Please remember
to wear your masks and social distance from other
households at all times. Please make sure that the party
ahead of you has already moved on before going to your
station so that we have only one family group at each
station at one time.
We hope that this will be a rich and meditative experience
for you and your family that will add to your Easter joy!

STATION 1
The Paschal Candle

Entrance to the Sanctuary, Greene Street door

Prayer
Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to
all the world. Bless this new fire, and kindle in us the desire to
shine with the brightness of Christ’s rising, until we feast at the
banquet of eternal light; through the Sun of Righteousness, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Activity
Carry the light from the Christ candle to the smaller candle screens.

Meditative Question
A light shines in the darkness and the darkness cannot overcome
it. Where are you walking through shadows right now? Where do
you find light overcoming the shadows of darkness?

STATION 2
The Story of Creation

Back of the Sanctuary, Greene Street side

Scripture: Genesis 1:1-2:4a
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth,
the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of
the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.
Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God
saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called
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Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first
day.
And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters,
and let it separate the waters from the waters.” So God made the
dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from
the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called
the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the
second day.
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together
into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God
called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God
said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and
fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed
in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit
with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the third day.
And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to
separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for
seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome
of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made
the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the
lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness.
And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there
was morning, the fourth day.
And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of
the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm,
and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was
good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
Scripture continues, over
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the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And
there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every
kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of
every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth
of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that
creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was
good.
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according
to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all
the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth.” So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them; male and female he created
them.
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply,
and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing
that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you
every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth,
and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food.
And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and
to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was
so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth
day.
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their
multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work that
he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work
that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed
it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in
creation.
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they
were created.
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Meditative Question
Where do you feel God’s creative power at work in your life, in
the church and in our community? How might you be called to
participate in the new thing God is doing?

STATION 3

Deliverance at the Sea
The Narthex

Scripture: Exodus 15:1-18
Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord:
“I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously;
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.
The Lord is my strength and my might,
and he has become my salvation;
this is my God, and I will praise him,
my father’s God, and I will exalt him.
The Lord is a warrior;
the Lord is his name.
“Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the sea;
his picked officers were sunk in the Red Sea.
The floods covered them;
they went down into the depths like a stone.
Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power—
your right hand, O Lord, shattered the enemy.
In the greatness of your majesty you overthrew your adversaries;
you sent out your fury, it consumed them like stubble.
At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up,
the floods stood up in a heap;
the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea.
The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake,
Scripture continues, over
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I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them.
I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.’
You blew with your wind, the sea covered them;
they sank like lead in the mighty waters.
“Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods?
Who is like you, majestic in holiness,
awesome in splendor, doing wonders?
You stretched out your right hand,
the earth swallowed them.
“In your steadfast love you led the people whom you redeemed;
you guided them by your strength to your holy abode.
The peoples heard, they trembled;
pangs seized the inhabitants of Philistia.
Then the chiefs of Edom were dismayed;
trembling seized the leaders of Moab;
all the inhabitants of Canaan melted away.
Terror and dread fell upon them;
by the might of your arm, they became still as a stone
until your people, O Lord, passed by,
until the people whom you acquired passed by.
You brought them in and planted them on the mountain of your
own possession,
the place, O Lord, that you made your abode,
the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hands have established.
The Lord will reign forever and ever.”

Meditative Question
God delivered Israel through the waters from slavery to freedom.
What is God delivering us from in these strange days? Where is
God leading us?
Write your answers on a piece of paper, give thanks for God’s
deliverance, and place it in the font.
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STATION 4
The Valley of Dry Bones

Back of the Sanctuary, Elm Street side

Scripture: Ezekiel 37:1-14
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by
the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley;
it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me,
“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you
know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord
God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall
live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall
live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied,
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came
together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them;
but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to
the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the
Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon
these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on
their feet, a vast multitude.
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we
are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus
says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you
up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the
land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I
will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place
Scripture continues, over
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you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have
spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

Poem: “Sabbaths 2001”

by Wendell Berry

II
Surely it will be for this: the redbud
pink, the wild plum white, yellow
trout lilies in the morning light,
the trees, the pastures turning green.
On the river, quiet at daybreak,
the reflections of the trees, as in
another world, lie across
from shore to shore. Yes, here
is where they will come, the dead,
when they rise from the grave.

Meditative Question
Where are the valleys of dry bones that God is about to bring new
life? What words of hope is God giving you to proclaim in those
valleys of the shadow of death?
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STATION 5
Baptism

Beneath the pulpit

Scripture: Romans 6:3-11
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been
buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too
might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with
him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with
him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might
no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from
sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also
live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead,
will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The
death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he
lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and
alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Meditation
Imagine God’s grace washing over you like the rain in this
painting. Imagine how it sounds and feels. Take a moment to
celebrate the newness of life we find in our baptism with Christ.
Give thanks that Christ conquered sin and death so that we might
live to God.
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STATION 6
Resurrection

The Tower Room

Scripture: John 20:1-18
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been
removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them,
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know
where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set
out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together,
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.
He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there,
but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and
went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there,
and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the
linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and
believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that
he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their
homes.
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent
over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white,
sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head
and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord,
and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she
did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why
are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to
be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”
Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew,
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“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold
on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to
my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and
your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told
them that he had said these things to her.

Prayer
Lord, you know us even before we recognize you. You see our
tears, you call us by name and you assure us of your presence. You
do not leave us alone in our grief and you never withhold your
compassion from us. When we are afraid, certain that all that is
most precious to us is lost, come near us, give us ears to hear you
speak with tenderness our name and grant us the faith to trust
the power of your resurrection. Amen.
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STATION 7
Communion

Memorial Columbarium

Words of Institution
Prayer
Loving God, you meet us in this sacred space, aware of our
worries, forgiving of our faults, steadfast in your love. Such
knowledge is too wonderful for us. We marvel at your mercy made
know to us through the life, death and resurrection of our Savior
Jesus Christ. As we wait in hope for the return of our Risen
Lord, we rest in the certainty of his promise to never abandon
us. We trust his gift of the Holy Spirit to guide us. We rejoice in
the communion of the saints that right now surrounds us. In the
peace that passes understanding we leave here to serve with
gladness the One who washed our feet, commanded us to love and
feeds us at this table. Amen.

STATION 8
Flower Cross

On the hill beside the Sanctuary steps
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