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WelcoMe and StateMent of PurPoSe ....................................................... Dolly Jacobs

This is a service that welcomes all who yearn to recognize and grieve the 
darkness they have experienced this year. We remember that our Biblical 
ancestors cried out to God in chaos and darkness and felt God’s presence. 
We give thanks to God for comfort and peace and pray for God’s light to 

shine into our darkness, offering hope and love in the days to come.  

Prelude

John Alexander, organ

call to WorShiP

  One:    God of all creation, maker of the light and the dark,  
the night sky and stars,

  All:  shine light into our darkness  
and remind us that we are yours.

  One:    Come Holy Spirit, hovering over the waters of the deep  
that are filled with life,

  All:  shine light into our darkness  
and remind us that we are yours.

  One:    Lord Jesus, as the Prince of Peace, still our troubled souls  
and calm the chaos that dwells within.

  All:  Christ Child, born in a manger, shine your light  
and fill us with love, hope, peace, and joy. 
 

May the light continue to shine in the darkness,  
and may darkness not overcome it.



congregational carol:  What Child Is This?
What child is this, who laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary!

ScriPture reading and lighting of candleS ........................................Maria Hanlin
Hebrews 12:1-3
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 
lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with 
perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured 
the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the 
throne of God. Consider him who endured such hostility against himself from 
sinners, so that you may not grow weary or lose heart.

Prayer for thoSe Who have loSt a loved one 
Refrain:
We grieve all that we have lost, we give thanks for your presence  
in the darkness, we welcome your light to shine in us, around us,  
and through us again.

congregational hyMn:  For All the Saints
For all the saints who from their labors rest, 
Who thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

ScriPture reading and lighting of candleS ....................................Neil Dunnavant
1 John 1:5-7
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 
light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship 
with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but 
if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Pra yer for the darkneSS and PhySical SeParation; loSS of celebrating 
MileStoneS like birthdayS, WeddingS, graduationS, and anniverSarieS

Refrain:
We grieve all that we have lost, we give thanks for your presence  
in the darkness, we welcome your light to shine in us, around us,  
and through us again.



congregational carol:  As with Gladness Men of Old
As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading, onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led to thee.

ScriPture reading and lighting of candleS .......................................Doug McLeroy
Jonah 2:1-2
Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the belly of the fish, saying, “I called 
to the Lord out of my distress, and he answered me; out of the belly of Sheol I 
cried, and you heard my voice.

Pra yer for our nation: for the diviSion and Strife, for our civic leaderS  
and our SoldierS

Refrain:
We grieve all that we have lost, we give thanks for your presence  
in the darkness, we welcome your light to shine in us, around us,  
and through us again.

congregational carol:  We Three Kings of Orient Are
We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.
O star of wonder, start of night, star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.

ScriPture reading and lighting of candleS ............................................ Keith Dove
Habakkuk 1:1-4
The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, 
and you will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? Why do 
you make me see wrong-doing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are 
before me; strife and contention arise. So the law becomes slack and justice never 
prevails. The wicked surround the righteous— therefore judgment comes forth 
perverted.

Pra yer for the diSconnect With god that can coMe in thiS tiMe of Solitude 
and SeParation froM our faith coMMunity 

Refrain:
We grieve all that we have lost, we give thanks for your presence  
in the darkness, we welcome your light to shine in us, around us,  
and through us again.



advent carol:  O Lord, How Shall I Meet You? 
O lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart’s delight!
O kindle, Lord most holy, a lamp within my breast,
To do in spirit lowly all that may please you best.

ScriPture reading and lighting of candleS ......................................Newton Cowan
Psalm 131
O Lord, my heart is not lifted up, my eyes are not raised too high; I do not occupy 
myself with things too great and too marvelous for me.

But I have calmed and quieted my soul, like a weaned child with its mother; my 
soul is like the weaned child that is with me.

O Israel, hope in the Lord from this time on and forevermore. 

Pra yer for the individual darkneSS that threatenS to enveloPe uS in Mind, 
body and SPirit 

Refrain:
We grieve all that we have lost, we give thanks for your presence  
in the darkness, we welcome your light to shine in us, around us,  
and through us again.

congregational hyMn:  Spirit of the Living God
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

ScriPture reading and lighting of candleS ........................................... Jill Duffield
John 1:1-5, 14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all people.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. And the 
Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  



Prayer of hoPe and light 

congregational reSPonSe 
Thank you, Most High God, for all that you have given us. The light of your 
scripture, the light of the church, the light that comes in the laughter of a 
friend, the light of a baby’s smile, the light that breaks through the trees of 
the forest, and the light that shines in the darkness, and the darkness does 
not overcome it.

hyMn of chriStMaS:  Joy to the World
Joy to the World, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her king;
Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing

benediction

PoStlude

John Alexander, organ
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