First Presbyterian Church
august 2, 2020

10:30 a.m.

COMMUNION SUNDAY

The Service for the Lord’s Day
Please sign the online Welcome Pad.
Let us prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

Prayer of Preparation
Everlasting God,
in whom we live and move and have our being:
You have made us for yourself,
so that our hearts are restless until they rest in you.
Give us purity of heart and strength of purpose,
that no selfish passion may hinder us from knowing your will,
no weakness keep us from doing it;
that in your light we may see light clearly,
and in your service find perfect freedom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Vision of God
Voluntary: Soliloquy....................................................................David Conte (b. 1955)
John Alexander, organ

Welcome & Announcements................................................................. Neil Dunnavant

PNC Update............................................................................................Marshall Brown
Leader:
People:

And now, with one voice as we make our pastoral search
journey, let us pray:

Almighty God, we ask your guidance and clear discernment
for our Pastor Nominating Committee and for this
congregation as we seek a new pastor for our family of faith.
Be present in all deliberations; make all aware of your will for
us; and keep us mindful of our calling to serve you in faithful
ministry and mission through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Call to Worship.....................................................................................Neil Dunnavant
One: 	As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not
to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches,
All:	but rather on God who richly provides us
with everything for our enjoyment.

One: 	They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous,
and ready to share,

All:	thus storing up for themselves
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One: 	so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.
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– 1 Timothy 6:17-19

Guests
Invited wie lieblich ist der maien
Hymn of Praise: No.We
504 – Come
We Come as
as Guests
Invited..............
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Without attempting to unravel the mystery of Christ’s presence in the bread and wine, the central stanza of
this text afÞrms that we are nourished by faith rather than by understanding. This hopeful text is reinforced
of by aonfession
gentle 16th-century tune created for a secular text.
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WIE LIEBLICH IST DER MAIEN
TEXT: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1975
7.6.7.6.D
MUSIC: Johann Steurlein, 1575
Text © 1984 Hope Publishing Company

Eternal God, you do not change. You have revealed yourself to us in your
Word. You call us to worship you in spirit and in truth. But we confess
that we often worship not your true self but who we wish you to be. We
too often ask you to bless what we do rather than seeking to do what
you bless. Forgive us for seeking concessions when we should be seeking
guidance. Forgive us when our worship shapes you into what we want
5/13/13 of shaping us into what you want. Help us to meet you here, that
instead
we might bow before your unspeakable majesty and so live for you now
and ever, in Christ. Amen.

* Assurance of Pardon
* The Peace
		Leader:

			

People:

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
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We Hear God’s Word
First Scripture: Psalm 111
Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the
company of the upright, in the congregation.
Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them.
Full of honor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever.
He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds; the Lord is gracious and
merciful.
He provides food for those who fear him; he is ever mindful of his covenant.
He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the heritage
of the nations.
The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are
trustworthy.
They are established forever and ever, to be performed with faithfulness and
uprightness.
He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever.
Holy and awesome is his name.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it
have a good understanding. His praise endures forever.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message............................................................................ Lisa Witherspoon
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Second Scripture: Revelation 3:7-13
““And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words
of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no
one will shut, who shuts and no one opens: “I know your works. Look, I have
set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut. I know that you
have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not denied
my name. I will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say that they
are Jews and are not, but are lying—I will make them come and bow down
before your feet, and they will learn that I have loved you. Because you
have kept my word of patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of
trial that is coming on the whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth.
I am coming soon; hold fast to what you have, so that no one may seize your
crown. If you conquer, I will make you a pillar in the temple of my God; you
will never go out of it. I will write on you the name of my God, and the name
of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem that comes down from my God out
of heaven, and my own new name. Let anyone who has an ear listen to what
the Spirit is saying to the churches.”
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Sermon: What Christ Expects of His Church

The Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia
7. The Letter to Philadelphia: Trustworthiness...............Danny Massie
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We Respond to God’s Word
LORD’S SUPPER
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Though rightly viewed as a meal of remembrance, the Lord’s Supper is also an occasion of anticipation. This
text draws on abundant biblical imagery to evoke the fulÞllment of JesusÕ promise to share the feast anew Òin
the kingdom of God” (Matthew 26:29/Mark 14:25/Luke 22:16).

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Invitation to the Lord’s Table............................................................... Danny Massie
Great Thanksgiving.................................................................................. Dolly Jacobs
Leader:

The Lord be with you.

Leader:

Lift up your hearts.

Leader:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:	And also with you.

People: 	We lift them up to the Lord.
People:	It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Leader:	… Therefore with all creation we sing your praise.

followed by the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Words of Institution......................................................................... Neil Dunnavant
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Communion of the People
Music during Communion
		

Let Us Break Bread Together....................... arranged by William Lawrence
Chancel Choir Ensemble
Let us break bread together on our knees,
Let us break bread together on our knees,
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
Oh Lord, have mercy on me.

Prayer after Communion.........................................................................Danny Massie
Call for the Offering.................................................................................Dolly Jacobs
Please participate in the offering by giving online at fpcgreensboro.org/give
or by mailing your gift to the church at 617 N. Elm St., Greensboro, NC 27401.

Music for Meditation: Thee We Adore...............T. Frederick H. Candlyn (1894-1964)
Chancel Choir Ensemble

Thee we adore, O hidden Saviour,
Thee, who in Thy sacrament art pleased to be;
Both flesh and spirit in Thy presence fail.
Yet here Thy presence we devoutly hail.
O blest memorial of our dying Lord,
Who living bread to us doth here afford!
O may our souls forever feed on Thee,
And Thou, O Christ, forever precious be.
Fountain of goodness, Jesu, Lord and God,
Cleanse us, unclean, in Thy most cleansing flood;
Increase our faith and love, that we may know
The hope and peace which from Thy presence flow.
O Christ, whom now beneath a veil we see,
May what we thirst for soon our portion be,
To gaze on Thee unveiled, and see Thy face,
The vision of Thy glory and Thy grace.
– founded on the Plainsong “Adoro te devote”

Charge and Benediction.......................................................................... Danny Massie
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Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

Voluntary: Submitted
Voluntary
inthisD.text
...................................................
George
together,
and tune were chosen from about two hundred entries
to be Dyson
the ofÞcial (1883-1964)
hymn
for the 41st International Eucharistic
Congress
held at Philadelphia
John
Alexander,
organ in 1976. At the center of its many biblical
images, the third stanza draws on 1 Corinthians 10:16–17.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
BICENTENNIAL
TEXT: Omer Westendorf, 1976
CM with refrain
MUSIC: Robert E. Kreutz, 1976
Text and Music © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia (Published by International Liturgy Publications)

Today’s Worship Leaders
Neil Dunnavant, Executive Pastor | Danny Massie, Interim Pastor
\Dolly Jacobs, Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care
Lisa Witherspoon, Associate Director of Children’s Ministry
5/15/13
John Alexander, Director of Music and Principal Organist
Robert Wells, Director of Chancel Choir | Chancel Choir Ensemble
Music reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net A-707283.
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WE WELCOME YOU to the worship of God and to our community of faith. We are a church of
growing disciples believing that worship is at the center of all we are and do as Christians.

WORSHIP AND STUDY DURING CAMPUS
CLOSING: Our church campus will remain closed
until early October. Our Sunday Livestream service will
be available on our home page, fpcgreensboro.org,
and also on our live streaming page, fpcgreensboro.
org/streaming-live. .
WHILE THE CAMPUS IS CLOSED, PLEASE JOIN US
FOR CHRISTIAN FORMATION ONLINE
w On our home page, messages on our North Elm
Notes blog from pastors and staff
w On our DIGITAL FORMATION page, you will find
the latest online classes, plus a library of things
you may have missed.
w O
 ur DIGITAL FORMATION LIBRARY offers videos,
special studies, children’s programs, and more you
may have missed.
SECUREGIVE MOBILE APP
– In addition to giving online
(fpcgreensboro.org/give), you can
download the SecureGive mobile
giving app for Apple or Android
(scroll over for clickable links). You can
use the app as a guest or create an
account. It’s quick, easy, secure, and
allows you to make a donation using a
bank card.
TEXT-TO-GIVE: Give from your phone
via text. See full instructions here.
FIND FIRST PRESBYTERIAN ON
SOCIAL MEDIA – Members are
sharing great photos, comments
and more! Follow and Like us on
Facebook (search “First Presbyterian
Church of Greensboro”), Youtube
(“fpcgreensboro”) and Instagram
(“1stpresgso”) to get more of our posts
in your newsfeed. Click on these links:

We will continue to update you regularly and adapt as
things change. Please keep in touch:
• IF YOU HAVE A PASTORAL EMERGENCY, contact
the Pastor on Call at 336.908.8615. Leave a message
with your phone number.
•C
 HECK OUR MEMBER RESOURCES PAGE for our
online directory, staff list, and other information.
• S IGN UP FOR OUR WEEKLY E-NEWS AND OUR
THURSDAY MORNING SUNDAY PREVIEW on our
Connect page.
• SIGN UP FOR TEXT ALERTS: Text FPCGSO to 41411
and follow the instructions to opt in. (Standard
text rates may be applicable based on your individual
carrier.)

JOIN THE 30-DAY JOURNEY to learn about issues of
power, privilege, and systemic racism. Coordinated by
the Race Equity Task Force. Start here.
MEMBER SURVEY – Please share your thoughts with
our COVID-19 Task Force, ministry committees, and
staff using the online survey. Session has affirmed
the task force’s recommendation to work toward a
return to in-person worship (with appropriate safety
measures) in October. Should circumstances change
an earlier date can be considered.
NEXT SUNDAY: Rejoice! service, with Rev. Alexandra
Mauney preaching. John Willett leads (by video) in
church school.
PRAYERS FOR PARENTS: Sunday evenings, beginning
tonight, we will offer a simple prayer with a Bible verse
on Facebook and Instagram. We hope these prayers
will offer comfort and reassurance as our families
prepare for a challenging start to the school year. The
first week of school we will offer prayers each morning
for our children and all the wonderful people who
have a part in forming them. More info here.
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